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[ADVANCED] Have you ever been confused about where to get good eBooks to read? Perhaps you’ve
wondered how you could find free ones?

eBooks aren’t just for reading a novel on your
Kindle on vacation. There are free electronic
books available that you can use at work for
research purposes, instructional guides or
motivational information.

We’ve talked about eBook readers … as
hardware devices (go to this tip). So in this
article, we offer ideas on where to get good
content for them and important tips you should
know about eBook reader software so that your experience getting books will be more successful.

In general there are three categories of places where there are eBooks: 1) Public Libraries (all free;
checked out for a specific period of time), 2) Online Stores (where you purchase the books…though
you can find some free also… at places like iTunes and Amazon), and 3) Public Domain Sites (all free
… get a copy to keep for life).

What You Need To Know First
Before we go into all the detail of where and how to get eBooks, you need to know some basics that
apply to each method you use.

No matter where you get your reading material, you’ll need two things: 1) specialized software to be
able to read the material and 2) a unique “bookshelf” to “house” (or keep / store) the reading
material … which, of course, is a second software program you have to have on your reading device.

1) Book-Reading Software. This allows you to read the book (virtually turn pages, move to
different chapters, and so on.) You don’t really get choices in this; it goes with wherever you get the
book … and it’s respective bookshelf.

2) Bookshelf Software. This is a tool for you to store your purchases … books you have borrowed,
purchased, or have obtained free copies of public domain material.

You can’t put material from each of these three
categories on the same bookshelf, as each eBook
provider has its own storage software. It can be a
little confusing sometimes when you go to find your
book and you think it’s not there… because you went
to the wrong bookshelf. You have to remember where
you got the book, to know in which software location
to look.

NOTE:  Regarding the two types of software you
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need, it’s important that you know technology in this
area is changing rapidly. They’re trying to make

things simpler for the readers. So, you may find in some cases, that the software is combined into
one or that you don’t need either one because you can use your web browser. This article is
designed to give you enough basics so that you can feel comfortable navigating around in the world
of eBooks … even with more and more choices becoming available to you.

Choosing A Bookshelf
Four of the popular bookshelf software are:

1. iBooks from iTunes. Remember, anything with an “i” in front of it is part of the Apple world …
so the iBooks bookshelf software is the place where all reading material purchased in iTunes will be
found on your iPad or tablet or eReader. When you download the book (after purchasing or selecting
a free item) you have to open iBooks to find it.

2. Kindle from Amazon. Yes, of course every book you purchase online from Amazon will appear in
the Kindle bookshelf. It’s the only place where these will show up. However, you can put eBooks
obtained elsewhere (like from the library or public domain sites … though not iTunes) into this

bookshelf.

NOTE: Sometimes, when a library
book expires in your Kindle, the image
of it will still show as if the book were
still available. To get rid of this “ghost”
cover, go to your Amazon account
online and choose “Manage Your
Content and Devices”. You can delete
it there.

TIP: You do not need to own a Kindle
eBook reader to use the Kindle
bookshelf software. This program can
be used on any device you have …
computers (PC or Mac), tablets and
specialized eBook readers.

3. Nook from Barnes and Noble.  Similar to Kindle.

4. OverDrive from your Public Library. While it may vary from one library system to another,
OverDrive software is by far the most prevalent software used. You will download the “OverDrive
Media Console” which stores the eBooks and AudioBooks that you borrow. You will also need to add
the “software” of the public library that you use … in order to see their collection and “borrow” items.

Just because the book is digital does NOT mean they can lend unlimited copies. The library buys the
rights to have a certain number of a book title. They can only loan out that number at any one time.

Tech-Talk Tour
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So, you may put a book “On Hold” and wait your turn for its availability. Also, at this time, you can
not renew a book if you are not finished when it is due. The book will simply disappear from your
bookshelf.

NOTE: When you go online to your
library’s website, you’ll need to look for
the link to the digital library … which
typically requires another login using
your library card number … because the
entire collection of ebooks and
audiobooks are managed differently.

Where To Get FREE eBooks
OK, so now you know there are three
categories of places to get eBooks
(stores, libraries and public domain sites)

and interestingly enough, even the stores are now offering some for free. Why? It’s because either
the book’s copyright has expired or an author has chosen to make it available at no cost. This is
usually done for promotional or altruistic reasons. The stores want you to come to them for any
book you want.

Because most people know about getting eBooks from an online store or at a library, we’ll share
some tips on getting free books on public domain sites.

Public Domain eBooks. Getting books in this category has two main advantages (in addition to the
$0 cost). First you can get as many as you like, there is no limit. And second, they never disappear.
They are yours to keep. The questions then are: where to find them, what format do they use and
what bookshelf will you store them in.

Where will you find public domain eBooks? In a lot of places!

Apps on smart phones and tablets (search for “free ebooks”)

Public libraries: their digital collection. (This is a separate database online just for eBooks and
audiobooks.)

Website: www.gutenberg.org.
The Gutenberg project offers 45,000
free ebooks, along with access to
another 100,000 of their partners.
You can choose to download one in
different ways: as an ePub document
(a digital format by Adobe, similar to
PDF) or as a Kindle book. You can
also just read them online and not
put them on your device. You’ll find
traditional authors such as Louisa
May Alcott and Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle. You’ll also see more current
books that offer help or which are
written by authors who want to get
more visibility for a topic they feel passionate about.Typically, these books are not as well
formatted which makes them ever so slightly more difficult to read. For instance, the paragraphs
might not be indented on the first line or the pages may break in awkward places. Just remember
you get it for free because some volunteer has converted the book for you.NOTE: Once you
select a book, you have to choose the format or method you want to use to “read” it. Basically
you choose which bookshelf you want to put it in on your device (iBook, Kindle, Nook) … or if you
prefer to leave it on the web somewhere (Dropbox or PDF Reader) so that you can get to it
whenever you are online.

More Websites: If you search the web asking for “free ebooks” you’ll get numerous responses.
Here is one link that touts the “Top 20″.

http://www.freemake.com/blog/20-best-websites-to-download-free-ebooks/
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